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Preface to the Proceedings of
the Workshop on Eosinophils in
Allergy and Related Diseases 2013
We are excited to be able to publish the proceedings
of the 27th Workshop on Eosinophils in Allergy and
Related Diseases, held in Tokyo on June 15, 2013, as
an on-line supplemental issue of Allergology Interna-
tional (AI). The Workshop is a periodic meeting es-
tablished by Professor Sohei Makino, Dokkyo Medi-
cal College, in 1988, held annually and was organized
by Professors Makino and Takeshi Fukuda. Profes-
sor Nagata, Saitama Medical University, has been the
Chairperson of the Workshop since June 2012, and
the Workshop committee includes 33 delegates.
The 2013 Workshop was supervised by Professor
Yamaguchi, Teikyo University, and comprised 20 oral
presentations, including one special lecture and one
luncheon lecture.
This Proceedings issue contains one Review Arti-
cle representing the special lecture, four Original Ar-
ticles and six Letters to the Editor. All of the papers
were peer-reviewed and accepted through the AI re-
view process. We believe that this issue will be of sig-
nificant importance to not only the members of Japa-
nese Society of Allergology but also many other phy-
sicians and researchers around the globe.
In the Review Article, Professor Tomohiro Yoshi-
moto and his colleague set forth a novel concept that
both innate-type and acquired-type allergies are criti-
cally regulated by IL-33. Through introduction of
three new candidates, IL-33, TSLP and group 2 innate
lymphoid cells (ILC2), both rodent and human aller-
gic reactions can now be convincingly explained. The
authors know well the criteria of each allergic disease
and are able to explain, from the clinical and immu-
nological viewpoints, how and why the characteristic
manifestations take place in disease conditions.
In one Original Article, Masaki and colleagues ana-
lyzed the role of IL-23 in mouse allergic reactions in
the skin and airways. They describe diverse, seem-
ingly opposite, effects of IL-23: this cytokine was es-
sential in the skin sensitization phase, whereas it sup-
pressed airway hyperresponsiveness during the chal-
lenge phase.
In the next paper, Kato et al. evaluated the onset of
asthma in Japanese children and found that they ex-
perience asthma earlier in life, compared to previous
studies. Some unknown enhancing or adjuvant-like
substances might be related to earlier development of
asthma. Elucidation of the precise mechanisms will
be of special importance in view of asthma preven-
tion.
Nishimura and colleagues reveal that major facilita-
tor superfamily domain containing 10 (Mfsd10) is ex-
clusively expressed on eosinophils, and can be re-
garded as a molecular target. Their finding suggests
that eosinophil-directed approaches may not be lim-
ited to anti-cytokine or anti-Siglec-F strategies.
Ito et al. describe a delicate assay system for free
IgE levels in sera of patients treated with omalizu-
mab. They found that some patients had serum free
IgE levels above 50 ngml, a result that might be
linked to insufficient efficacy of this monoclonal anti-
body.
The six Letters to the Editor demonstrate cutting-
edge findings in both basic and clinical allergy. The
results collectively cover a wide academic scope and
will significantly enhance our insight into the biologi-
cal properties andor clinical importance of eosino-
phils and other inflammatory cells such as mast cells
and basophils, as well as many cytokines and
chemokines.
We sincerely believe that the Workshop and this
Supplement will be attractive to many researchers
and physicians and contribute to the scientific cre-
dentials of AI. We greatly appreciate Professor Na-
gata for his excellent management of, and all of the
attendees, reviewers and committee members who
contributed to, the 2013 Workshop and this Supple-
ment. We also thank Drs. Hirohisa Saito and Kenji
Izuhara, former and present Editors-in-Chief, for their
helpful advice for this Supplement. Thanks are also
extended to Drs. Soma and Nakagome, and Ms.
Aoyama, for devoting much time and effort to this
Workshop.
The next Workshop is scheduled for October 5,
2014, under the supervision of Dr. Kenji Matsumoto,
National Children’s Medical Center of Japan. We
hope for even greater numbers of presentations and
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attendees on that date. Please be aware that submis-
sion of abstracts will be open soon! We encourage
you to check the homepage for details (http:www.
sec-information.neteosinophilsindex.html).
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